
File down studs if necessary 
to fit them between the ties

Wick low viscosity CA glue 
between the rail and the ties to

 "lock" the flexible track in place

Trestle Buddy

Aligns trestle 
with roadbed

Maintains spacing 
of trestle bents

Keeps trestle top caps 
aligned in a plane

Holds bents in place 
while they are 
bonded to scenery

Provides reference 
for measuring 
trestle bent heights

1 ea.
Tail joint

(Screw engages 
adjacent joint)

1 ea.
Head joint

(Slot engages 
adjacent joint)

6 ea.
Main flexible joint

13 ea.
4-40 hex nut

7 ea. 
Phillips pan head screw
4-40 x 1/8" 

Flexible 
track

The Trestle Buddy  is a flexible roadbed product that aids in the construction of model railroad 
trestles.  It consists of a chain of joints that temporarily attach to both the track and the trestle 
bents.  The Trestle Buddy  conforms to any shape of track . . . 
straight track, curved track, even an "S" curve track.

Also, the Trestle Buddy  works with both rigid 
sectional track and flexible track.  Use the 
temporary track  as a guide  for locating 
the trestle.  The temporary track may be 
replaced after the trestle is completed.

When using sectional track, 
solder track joints in the trestle

Assemble the Trestle Buddy

Sectional 
track

The Trestle Buddy helps 
you in these ways



6 ea. 
Phillips pan head screw
4-40 x 1/4"

10 ea.
Rubber bands
Size 8

2 ea. Phillips flat 
head sheet metal 
screw #6 x 3/4"

File gap between studs 
wider for larger top caps

Top caps should be 
between 1/8" (3.2mm) 
and 5/32"(3.97mm) square

The Trestle Bents
Trestle bents can be any height

Measure length 
to where bottom 
studs contact sub-
roadbed

Sub-roadbed

The Span 11" to 14"

Adjust joints for 
uniform spacing

Align jointed chain 
with centerline 
of roadbed

Attach head and 
tail joints directly 

to sub-roadbed

For longer trestles, use 
additional Trestle Buddy's

Riser

5 mm cork roadbed lines 
up with tops of joints

Attach Temporary Guide Track to 
Trestle Buddy

Attach Trestle Bents with 
Rubber Bands

Remove Temporary Guide 
Track and Trestle Buddy

Attach Trestle Bents to 
Scenery

Install Braces, Stringers, and 
Final Track

Construct abutments

Finish scenery 
under trestle

HolesPlaster

Fit studs between ties


